MARTINS WINE ADVISOR & VON AHM

Portfolio

WE ARE TWO PROFESSIONAL WINE GEEKS!
Wine has been running in our veins for more than 20 years by now; literally and metaphorically.
After years of friendship and more sporadic collaborations we have now decided to join forces.
We share the same mindset, passion for great wine and way of working, but have strengths and networks
in different areas and countries.
Together we will help our valued partners; importers, collectors and wine-producers gaining access
to a larger part of the wine world, geographically and professionally.
We offer a multitude of professional services as brand-building, export advise, global sales strategy,
portfolio assessment, agency hunting and take products to market. We create partnerships,
friendships and business opportunities between equal-minded wine professionals globally.

Claudio & Marie

MARTINS WINE ADVISOR & VON AHM

CLAUDIO MARTINS
“Drinking good wines with good friends prolongs your life.
Drinking bad wines with good friends might still give you a couple more
years of life, but probably also a terrible headache! ”
Favourite song: Hey You - Pink Floyd. Best bottle of wine ever tasted:
too many to chose from, but a 1803 Tawny Port from Quinta da Silveira
recently enjoyed with a fellow port-loving Swede was just WOW!
Grew up in the Dao region of Portugal, surrounded by vineyards
and spending school holidays helping the local producers with
the harvest. In return, he received only a few Escudos,
but also a wealth of knowledge about how to turn the humble grape
into a blissful drink. A passionate, dedicated and service focused
Wine Consultant and Connoisseur with extensive expertise
promoting new products, penetrating emerging markets
and providing specialist advice to clients from corporate
organizations, private individuals to royal families; focused on
securing the right product at the right price for any occasion
Claudio participated as a Judge for Decanter World Wine Awards
since 2010 judging for Portugal, Argentina, Chile, Brazil and recently
for Asia and spent several years building a wine merchant business
introducing Portuguese wines to on/off trade and private clients
in UK. After 18 years residing in London, Claudio also spent some
time in Zurich and Moscow these past years, as project manager
building up import portfolios of exciting wines from the most
unknown regions across the globe.
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MARIE CECILIE VON AHM
“To dare is to lose one’s footing momentarily.
Not to dare is to lose oneself.” - Søren Kierkegaard.
The color blue, and a great bottle of Pinot Noir
based Champagne under the stars!”
A specialist luxury marketing and sales entrepreneur
with substantial experience in start up wine businesses, international
distribution and media. Educated in Denmark, and based in
Luxembourg and Spain. Marie is a passionate and highly driven wine
professional with unique skills across several disciplines including
critical wine tasting, new product development, brand marketing,
business development, education and management.
Former partner at micro- luxury champagne brand Boërl & Kroff
and permanent member of the prestigious Grand Jury du Vin;
a fine wine ”think tank” and tasting panel comprising the most
influential wine critics in Europe. Marie worked alongside James
Suckling, tasting wines and writing articles and has also contributed
to Danish wine magazine Gastro and Fine Magazines.
Marie has worked in the wine industry since a very early age driven
by her insatiable passion for wine and entrepreneurship.
Marie relies on her Wine and Spirit Education Trust Diploma
qualification, multi-lingual skills, wealth of business experience
and trusted relationships, aiming to deliver unparalleled level
of expertise and worldwide contacts.
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AUSTRIA > SÜDSTEIERMARK

TEMENT
“Winemaking between tradition and innovation”
Austrian Sauvignon Blanc at it’s greatest.
Weingut Tement is a family winery in Austria.
The vineyards are located in Südsteiermark (southern Styria)
directly on the border with Slovenia, on a narrow plateau into which
the slope of the Zieregg cru gently flattens.
Armin and his father Manfred, who founded the estate in 1979,
handcraft some of the most highly awarded Austrian wines.
The farming is certified Organic by Lacon. All fermentation is
naturally occurring from indigenous yeasts and all wines are aged
on the lees without sulphur. The crus are bottled without finings
and filtratons. Their Sauvignon Blanc was the first to receive a rating
of 20/20 points by René Gabriel and the Zieregg Sauvignon Blanc
is always in the TOP TEN of the best wines Austria.
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C H I NA > N I NG X I A

CHATEAU CHANGYU MOSER XV
“Chateau Changyu Moser XV is not run by fashion but by quality,
by the confidence we have in what we are doing and by the determination
to go the extra mile for our customers and fans. “
The principle idea of this château is the cooperation between
CHANGYU as the pioneering premiere Chinese winery and the
European/Austrian Moser Family: a challenging and exciting
combination of Chinese emergence to the global wine world, aspiring
to belong in the company of the world’s finest and of the
European spirit for excellence of 15 generations in wine.
Despite of all the difference in culture from two worlds,
Changyu and Lenz M. Moser became partners 12 years ago and
still share the same vision: being the first from China in going global
and establish Chateau Changyu Moser XV as the leading château
from China.
Ningxia lies approximately 1,330 kilometres west of Beijing.
It is located in Central Western China on the fringes of the Gobi
desert and feeds off the Yellow River that has its source in the clean
and natural Tibetan Plateau. The grapes have ideal growing conditions in the Helan Mountains Region at 1,100 metres above sea level.
The desert with its hot daytime temperatures and cold nights
helps the wines to retain their freshness.
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F R A NC E > C H A M PAG N E

ANGEL CHAMPAGNE
“Angel is the epitome of coolness, class and taste.
THE Champagne made of dreams, for people with dreams,
and who dare to follow them… “
Angel is all about success, energy, innovation, breaking the rules,
being the best… An exclusive and disruptive Champagne
that speaks to successful people wanting to stand out.
Opulent and baroque in taste, yet still groundbreaking modern in
style and looks. The perfect combination for any discerning individual
seeking the best of the best, something different and something
very unique.
ANGEL CHAMPAGNE was first brought to market in 2009 after
10 years in the making by Stefano Zagni with Mariah Carey
as a USA Brand Ambassador. Angel changed ownership 5 years ago
and is a currently being re-launched at a much more attractive price
and strategy that will challenge the market with a disruptive nature.
As an innovative, luxurious and cool brand to take up competition
with the bigger houses.
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F R A NC E > C O T E S D E R O U S S I L L ON

IMMORTELLE
“Immortelle is a wine-making project by Master of Wine Liam
Steevenson, however it not a wine that was ever designed to reflect him,
but much more the remarkable region from which it comes.”
It is a wine of outstanding quality produced within the Roussillon,
in the foothills of the Pyrénées. Although the wine varies from vintage
to vintage, dependent on conditions, it is a wine that always combines
freshness and vitality, a characteristic which stems from the soil and
the climate. The soil is granitic and poor. The climate is hard and
extreme, combining the heat of the Southern sun with the cold and
rain of the mountains at a height of between 350 and 600 metres, and
the effects of the Tramontane wind. The vineyard sites are primarily
in Tautavel and Latour de France are principally composed of
extremely old vines, many over 100 years old, and planted with
Carignan, Syrah, Mourvedre and Grenache Noir.
The vineyards are spread on 40 hectares in the Agly Valley,
20 km north of Perpignan and planted & Vineyards have been planted
and developed for four generations by the Bousquet family with three
generations still involved; the grand-father, Franck, the father,
and Benoit, the son. The vineyard selections cover the four key
terroirs of the region: Gneiss with the AOP Côtes du Roussillon
Villages Latour de France. Chalk and Clay with the
AOP Côtes du Roussillon Villages Tautavel.
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F R A NC E > M I N E R V O I S

DOMAINE DE COURBISSAC
“What keeps bringing us back to the Languedoc is quite simple – terroir.
While the tendency in the region over the last few decades has been to
over-emphasize grape variety or to fixate on the latest in modern winemaking, there are a few estates dedicated to a more nuanced approach
where soil and site is respected and nurtured. One such estate is Domaine
de Courbissac.”
Reinhard Brundig, a successful film producer from Germany,
founded Domaine de Courbissac in 2002. What drew him to this
property located in the La Livinière sub-zone of Minervois was three
fold: established and well tended vines, the complexity of the soils,
and the proximity to La Montagne Noire. At the heart of Domaine
de Courbissac are 90 year old Grenache 70 year-old Carignan and
70 year old Cinsault, as well as some solidly middle-aged Syrah and
Mourvedre around 40 years-old. Farmed biodynamically since 2002,
Reinhard has expanded the size of the vineyards, now totaling 30
hectares, by planting some additional Syrah, Grenache and
Mourvedre. At the end of 2013, Reinhard partnered with the talented
Brunnhilde Claux, a young vigneronne with an impressive resumé.
Brunnhilde takes a decidedly hands-off approach at Domaine
de Courbissac. She has continued the biodynamic farming practices
instituted in 2002 and she harvests each plot and variety
separately and manually.
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F R A NC E

PONT DES ARTS
“When fine art meets fine wine.”
Pont des Arts is an exclusive, limited collection of fine wines and
spirits. Pont des Arts marries the best from the art world,
such as Zao Wou-Ki, Yue Minjun and Miquel Barceló and the wine.
When founders, Arthur de Villepin and Thibault Pontallier,
met in Hong Kong in 2010, they shared a common goal:
to promote abroad what France does best.
Arthur was passionate about art and loved wine, Thibault was passionate about wine and loved art. The project combines their French
roots and lifestyle with different cultures and talents. Every bottle
produced adorns carefully selected pieces of art, chosen together
with the artist, to match the flavor profile of each of our wines.
Thibault Pontallier and his father – the legendary French
winemaker Paul Pontallier – spent many years alongside other wine
experts from Bordeaux and Burgundy to taste, blend and create this
limited collection of fine wines. They looked for the best terroirs
and the best grapes, tasting more than 700 different parcels, in
France to realize this unique project. The spirit of these wines can be
defined by three main attributes: a very special perfume, epitomizing
each appellation, a huge power hidden by elegance, and a fresh
lingering finish. As Arthur de Villepin points out
“the wines themselves are works of Art”.
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G E R M A N Y > P FA L Z

NETT
“Each wine and each vintage has its own personality,
its own character and its own history.”
Christian Nett was the 2015 German Young Wine Maker of the Year
and you can see why. Here is a wine maker of direction and purpose,
You can see this in each and everyone of his wines as they are clear
expressions of his character and of the terroir of the Pfalz.
Christian makes and creates some of the most innovative styled and
named wines in Germany- you are drinking pure character.
The winery was created in 1838 and today the Nett family is arrived
at its fifth generation and it continues the wine production in the
respect of tradition, with the utilization of new innovative techniques.
The Nett philosophy is work in respect of nature and it is properly
this to give different times of work.
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GERMANY > RHEINHESSEN

WITTMANN
“A good wine tells where it comes from.”
Philipp Wittmann was named Winemaker of the Year 2014 by the
Gault Millau Wine Guide, with the judges praising him as “one of the
pioneers of organic viticulture and a driving force behind quality
developments” in the southern Rheinhessen. “For many years he has
produced superb dry Rieslings with fascinating ageing potential,”
they went on. “Almost single-handedly he elevated the Morstein site
to legendary status.” Philipp’s ancestors have been winegrowers in
the old market town of Westhofen since the mid-1600s.
His father Günter put the estate on an organic footing, and it’s been
a member of organic farmers’ association Naturland since 1990.
Philipp then took the step to go biodynamic in 2004.
He lays the foundation for wines of exceptional quality through
intensive, year-round vineyard maintenance, low yields and the
uncompromising selection of bunches by hand. For the most part,
the wines ferment in traditional, old oak casks or stainless steel and
fermentation often continues into the year following the harvest.
Already firmly established as one of Germany’s superstar producers,
this young winemaker has a brilliant future ahead of him.
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I TA LY > B A R B A R E S C O

SOTTIMANO
“I always believe that every great wine is the result of a serious,
conscientious and passionate work in the vineyards. That’s the reason
why, since from the first day, I always tried to avoid any chemical
products and herbicides, to preserve the natural balance of our soils”.
Sottimano is a reference-point producer of Barbaresco.
The entry-level wines are made with just as much care
as the higher-end wines and deliver tons of value.
With a very Burgundian and modern approach to his winemaking,
preferring to focus on the contribution of terroir,
Andrea Sottimano currently runs the 18 hectares of this Neive
estate with the utmost care.
The estate is based in the Cotta’ region of Barbaresco, and the
Sottimano family have over the years bought outstanding vineyards
in the ‘crus’ of Currà, Cottà, Fausoni and Pajore.
Yields are kept very low and the winemaking as natural as possible,
without the use of pesticides or artificial fertilizers, using
only natural yeasts and bottling without filtering or fining.
All of these ‘crus’ are given exactly the same oak treatment
so as to allow the individual terroirs express their character.
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I TA LY > T R E V I S O- V E N E T O

GAMBINO PROSECCO
“The Boss of all Bubbles.”
Gambino Prosecco, Gambino Gold Prosecco
and Jules Rose Sparkling Wine are the creation of Tommaso
Gambino and Jules Gold. Tommaso Gambino’s Family
has been making and drinking wine in Palermo,
Sicily for many generations.
Their love of sparkling wines inspired Tommaso and Jules
to create some of the finest sparkling wines in the market.
They use only the finest grapes to create their perfectly balanced
and elegant Proseccos. The name says it all, The Gambino Family
is a family with much tradition and name recognition.
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I TA LY > T U S C A N Y

TUA RITA
“Tua Rita’s Redigaffi is one of Italy’s best Merlots.
Made on the coast of Tuscany near the town of Suvereto, it is an opulent
and intense wine but it always seems to keep its form and freshness. “
When Rita Tua and her husband bought property in southern
Tuscany in 1984, they were not ambitious, they simply wanted to work
the land in a natural way. What happened was that their honesty and
meticulousness would maintain the perfect terroir for grapes
- particularly Merlot.
The winery released its first vintage in 1992, and soon began
receiving praise and accolades from wine enthusiasts worldwide for
its rich, full-bodied wines. In just five short years, its 100% Merlot had
achieved cult-like status, receiving outstanding ratings from
the world’s most prestigious wine critics and publications.
Critic Robert M. Parker Jr. said the 1999 Redigaffi was “as close to
perfection as a wine can get.” The following year, he gave the 2000
Redigaffi a perfect 100 score. The winery’s Bordeaux blend, Giusti
di Notri, also garners near-universal praise. Little wonder that Tua
Rita’s wines are considered among the most difficult to find in Italy.
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NEW ZEALAND > MARLBOROUGH
& C E N T R A L O TAG O

FINCHER & CO.
“Patience in the vineyard is echoed inside the cellar, resulting in wines
that reflect place rather than pure fruit character.”
FINCHER & CO. is a reflection of single site viticulture in
Marlborough and Central Otago, New Zealand. From the beginning
this brand has been built around the importance of finding
exceptional vineyards, that highlight the intrinsic qualities and
diverse nature of Sauvignon Blanc & Pinot Noir. Deliberately low
residual sugar levels with both Sauvignon Blancs move even the entry
level wine away from the norm, resulting in wines for the independent customer and the restaurant table.
FINCHER & CO. showcases the brilliance of New Zealand
winemaking and ensures that the essence of
place and people is reflected in the finished wine.
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PORTUGAL > ALENTEJO

HERDADE DOS COELHEIROS
“Our philosophy is based on the highest respect for nature.
We favor the harmony among the vineyards, walnut orchard, cork forest
and the richness of the native flora and fauna, which makes Coelheiros’
terroir unique. It is our responsibility to preserve the estate’s natural
heritage and guarantee its sustainability.”
Herdade de Coelheiros, a family estate, has been producing high
quality wines in Alentejo since 1991, though the history of the estate
dates back to 1467. Located in Igrejinha, in the Arraiolos municipality,
it shares the philosophy of the art of the famous local handmade
tapestries that also adorns the labels. This is how the wines from
Coelheiros are born: from each vineyard plot, blend to blend,
a composition that is woven in a deep connection with land
and nature.
The vineyards are divided into seven small plots, at an average
altitude of 300m, where the vines develop their full potential amongst
native flora and fauna. The typical Mediterranean climate,
characterized by warm and dry summers, combined with soils of
granitic origin allows the grapes to mature well and confers unique
profile to each parcel. Our vineyards are currently in the process
of being converted to organic farming.
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P O R T U G A L > DÃO

QUINTA DE LEMOS
“One of the unique points of the Portuguese Dao wines
is their reliance on indigenous varieties.”
Quinta de Lemos is well hidden in the beautiful valley of the Dao,
the oldest wine producing region in Portugal. Located near Viseu,
the regional capital , full of charm and with a medieval heart, the
Quinta is set on the plateau of Beira Alta at an altitude of 340 m.
In this green haven in the centre of Portugal, the Quinta consists of 25
ha of vineyards, 3000 olive trees and beehives to produce the finest
honey. The granite and sandy soils of the Dao valley are well
protected by four big mountains (Serra da Estrela, Serra do
Caramulo, Serra do Buçaco and Serra da Nave), shielded from the
harsh extremes of a continental climate and the humid Atlantic
influences.
The family crest of four moons gathered in a circle symbolises not
only the four compass points explored by this Portuguese family, but
similarly the four mountains protecting the Quinta de Lemos within
the Dao valley, and also the four wine varietals used in the Dao wines
and at last the four family values of Humanity, Simplicity, Vision and
Sharing. To honor its natal region, the de Lemos family believes to
create one of the first high quality Dão wines, made exclusively
of the indigenous varieties.
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PORTUGAL > DOURO

QUINTA DE POPA
“It was in 2003 when our father bought the property that the dream of
our grandfather, Francisco Ferreira, better known as Pôpa was fulfilled.
As children, this ‘piece of heaven’ was part of the most beautiful stories
and memories told by our father. The magical words that described his
land and his humble and happy childhood always served a lesson.
The memory would come alive through those who have passed away and
those we should pay tribute to. We remember as if it were yesterday,
placing both our feet on the Douro… surrendering…
to its people, its history and “terroir”. “
The family invested all economic effort, dedication and perseverance
by acquiring small plots of vineyards, mostly old, as well as planting
new vines and olive groves. These vines are blessed by the quality
of soil and built on terraces above the splendor of the Douro River.
The first harvest took place in 2007, at the time when Luis Pato,
famous winemaker and also good friend of the family,
saw the potential in Pôpa wines and became involved in the project.
In 2010, both children, Stéphane and Vanessa Ferreira’s started
working alongside their father Zeca do Pôpa exploring the magic
that this terroir holds.
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PORTUGAL > MINHO

QUINTA DE SANTIAGO
“Focused on the production of premium wines, expressing the
characteristics of the terroir while reflecting the personality of this
indigenous Portuguese variety Alvarinho. A philosophy that allows
to know and passionately control every moment of grape production
and wine, each vine, each bottle, ensuring a unique product.“
The family has owned Quinta de Santiago since 1899,
but the modern history of the Quinta only started in 2009.
The determination and passion for wine of the children, grandchildren and the then owner, the “Grandmother” Maria Santiago,
resulted in the “re-birth” of the Quinta Santiago project and
“boutique winery “. Combining tradition and knowledge of the
older generation with innovation and enthusiasm
of the younger generations.
“The terroir of this our sub-region is unique in the world and
was decisive for the investment and focus on the Alvarinho variety.
The unique combination of a microclimate marked by the proximity
of the river, excellent exposure, the particularity of our clay/loam
soil with pebbles and the existence of natural water for irrigation,
were all instrumental in the decision to create Quinta de Santiago.
The best of the best from Nature!”
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S PA I N > P R I O R AT

TERROIR AL LIMIT
“Terroir al Límit is inspired by the Burgundian idea of terroir.
Our aim is to identify unique places in the priorat, then to do everything
possible to reveal them in each bottle as authentically as possible.”
In 2001 a food and wine obsessed German named Dominik Huber,
and winemaker Eben Sadie fell in love with Priorat. With the help of
some friends they found a plot of old vine Garnacha and Carignan,
and rented some cellar space to make their first vintage of Dits del
Terroir. As the project grew, and they took on more vineyard sites,
Dominik dedicated more time to farming - implementing biodynamics, and other methods to reduce the stress on vines in this stark and
difficult terrain. This new approach paid off, directly impacting the
quality of the fruit. With better grapes coming into the cellar, they had
a realization: super-ripe grapes, combined with extractive winemaking, and aging in barriques was masking the essence of the vineyards
they were working. They started to practice whole-bunch fermentation, and out went the small barrels, replaced with concrete tanks,
amforas and large oak vats. Dominik now bottles in the Burgundian
model: wine are classified as crus or village wines. The resulting lithe
and elegant, pure and expressive wines have gone from strength to
strength, and fully deserve the reputation and cult-status they’ve
since acquired. Eben since left to dedicate more time to his projects
in South Africa and today Dominik is the soul of the project.
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S PA I N > P R I O R AT

TERROIR HISTORIC
“The French have a very beautiful expression, they call it vin de soif.
You drink Terroir Historic not with your mind but with you belly and
emotions. With Terroir Historic you are hungry and thirsty and want to
socialize because in the end this is the fundamental thing about wine, you
share it with your friends and family.”
While working on establishing Terroir al Limit, Dominik Huber
became entranced with the history of the Priorat – it’s rhythms of life,
the simple cuisine and the honest wines that honored their origins.
When walking past the crumbling Sindicat Agricola Centre
del Priorat in Torroja, he would recall those few bottles of Priorat he
had tasted from vintages in the 1970s, and he envisioned
a future where such wines would be made again.
Dominik and his partners, Jaume Sabaté and Carlos Masia decided
to vinify in the old Cooperativa of Torroja in the heart of the Priorat
and started sourcing grapes from across the region like in former
times. This new project they fittingly named Terroir Historic.
For Terroir Historic’s first vintage in 2015, Dominik sourced grapes
from vineyards in all 9 orginal historic villages of Priorat; Bellmunt,
Gratallops, El Lloar, Escaladei, Porrera, Poboleda, Torroja, Vilella Alta
and Vilella Baixa. Unlike Terroir al Limit, which was founded on the
Burgundian principal of site specific wines, Terroir Historic is meant
to showcase the complexities of the Priorat in its entirety.
Page 22

MARTINS WINE ADVISOR & VON AHM

S PA I N > M ON T S A N T

TERROIR SENSE FRONTERES
“One more new, exciting name in Montsant is Terroir Sense Fronteres,
and it is from the people behind Terroir al Limit in Priorat.
They use the same approach and philosophy for producing wines of
nesse  and  elegance  in a  Mediterranean  style,  which  means  early 
harvests, full clusters, soft vinications  and,  in  this  case,  élevage  without 
any oak, only stainless steel, concrete and amphorae are used.”
First vintage produced is 2017 and the heart of the project
is the spectacular Montalts vineyard, planted with Garnacha some
60 years ago. The vineyard is located at the top of the
Montsant Mountain next to, and sharing the same terroir as Les
Manyes across the DO border in Priorat. The single-vineyard red
Montalts has the ambition to be the top wine from the appellation.
The full clusters fermented in amphorae for about seven to ten days,
then they were pressed and put back into the amphorae,
where the wine was kept until bottling.
For the other wines in the project grapes are sourced from unique
terroirs across the region, The name “terroir without borders”
refers to Dominik’s belief in the potential of Montsant as home to
some of the world’s greatest wines.
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USA > CALIFORNIA

STOLPMAN VINEYARDS
“The Roller Coaster Ride that We Call Combe – When Rajat Parr
convinced us to plant our first one acre block of Trousseau, I had no idea
just how madly I would fall in love with the wines. Light, fun and perfect
for fresh, flavorful food.”
Over 20 years ago, Thomas Stolpman, discovered what he believed
to be one of the greatest viticultural sites on earth.
Hidden in the hills of California’s Central Coast, on a rare
Limestone outcropping & unobstructed from the Pacific Ocean
wind, this unique land is ideally suited to grow Syrah and Roussanne
grapes. Stolpman Vineyards is committed to preserving this natural
environment for their vines through natural farming, dry farming,
& sustainable employment. In the winery, they prefer native
fermentation & minimal manipulation.
Dedicated to sensible farming & winemaking, they create natural,
vibrant, site-specific wines, with a focus unique to Ballard
Canyon AVA, California.
Today, 60% of the vines planted in Ballard Canyon are Syrah
and an additional 20% are other Rhone varietals including Grenache
and Roussanne. The oldest vines create a concentrated Syrah
with a firm structure built for aging.
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